Adelaide National Junior Track Series Jan 2012 Report

Adelaide hosted the last of the National Junior Track Series on Tues 17th January, and it had it all, the Heat, the Super-Drome and The Tour Down Under.

The BBN junior team cyclists at this event were:
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Chloe Baggs, Michael Stringer, Jonathon Dent  & Lachlan Holliday

Chloe had just finished an AIS women’s cycling training camp based at the Adelaide Super-Drome and had come down with an infection, she was unable to ride at this event, but was there supporting her fellow BBN cyclists.

Michael, Jonathon and Lachlan were already warmed up by Adelaide’s heat at 39 C and ready for a great evening’s racing.

Richard Stringer, as team manager helped the boys focus on their own individual races, praising their efforts and offering good advice and tactics to build on for the next event.  The races held were:
Venue Blaster, Kieran, Elimination, Scratch Race
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With many top Australian Junior Cyclists racing, our boys raced in heats only, giving it all and gaining a lot from the evening. Detailed race results can be found at:  NJTS Adelaide Results 

Not only were there top Australian Junior Cyclists in Adelaide, there was the cream of the World’s Cyclists for The Tour Down Under, and the buzz in the air was real, with lycra everywhere you went, more bikes than cars in and around Adelaide, it was the place to be on your bike!

Starting on Sunday evening, Jonathon and Lachlan were there for the teams’ presentation seeing the new the Green Edge Team debut, and Jonathon also met Eddy Merckx. This was followed by the Tour Down Under Classic race in the city, which was a fast and exciting race to watch.

The following morning, Michael did a morning bunch ride with Rapha which then provided us with a link for a ride up into the hills for Day 2 of the Tour.

Michael, Lachlan, & Ben (from CCCC) rode together up to Mount Lofty on Stage 2, Wed, for a great days riding and spectating of the world’s top cyclists, meeting Jonathon up the top, with Richard and Russell riding at a slower pace behind them. The effort of the hard hill climb was rewarded by watching the riders racing to win, with 3 loops at the top, and the breakaway lead cyclist from the beginning, Will Clarke from Uni SA wining the stage.
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It not only ended there, Michael & Lachlan joined the pros including Team Sky  and road down Adelaide Hills back into the Tour Village reaching speeds of around 70km/hr.

A great NJTS event held with an inspirational Tour Down Under – A Great Success!

Many thanks to Richard Stringer, the cyclists, their families and support from Blackburn Cycling Club.

